[Primary cutaneous manifestation of Wegener's granulomatosis].
A 57-year-old man was admitted with hemorrhagic papules and necrotising nodules on both elbows and upper legs. Recurrent arthralgia occurred. The skin biopsy showed a cutaneous necrotising vasculitis. Positive test results for c-ANCA and proteinase 3 antibodies and a slightly increased WBC and a mild proteinuria were noticeable. The diagnosis of an early systemic Wegener's granulomatosis was based on elevated proteinase 3-titres and cutaneous histologic findings as necrotising vasculitis and granulomatous inflammation. Treatment with prednisolone followed by methotrexate resolved the cutaneous symptoms and the arthralgia completely. Three months later the patient developed a progredient methotrexate toxicity caused by a glomerulonephritis. Wegener's granulomatosis should be considered if a cutaneous necrotising vasculitis is diagnosed. A cutaneous manifestation could be an early symptom. Methotrexate could be used for treatment of mild courses of Wegener's disease without renal involvement.